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withdrawal from the League of Nations was handed to the Secretary-
General by the German Consul at Geneva. Herr Trendelenburg, the
German Under-Secretary of the League, presented his resignation
at the same time.
On the 25th October the Bureau of the Disarmament Conference
agreed to recommend to the General Commission that it should
adjourn, but should decide provisionally to meet again not later than
the 4th December. In the meantime, exchanges of views would
continue, and the Secretariat would be responsible for preparing a
revised text of the British draft convention, in which account would
be taken of the various amendments that had been proposed since
the draft had been put forward in March 1933. The Bureau would
meet again on the 9th November to examine the situation in the
light of any further developments, and it would hold a further meet-
ing before the 4th December to decide whether or not it would be
useful for the General Commission to reassemble. The General Com-
mission, meeting on the 26th October, approved the recommenda-
tions of the Bureau, though not without some expressions of concern
on the part of the smaller Powers lest their interests should be over-
looked. At the meetings of both the Bureau and the General Com-
mission, practically all the speakers announced their determination
that the work of the Disarmament Conference must be carried to a
successful conclusion.
On the 6th November the revised text of the draft convention was
circulated to the states represented at the Conference. On the same
day, the German attitude was defined once more in an election speech
which Freiherr von Neurath made in Berlin. The Foreign Minister
attacked the whole policy of the League of Nations, the principal
aim of which, he declared, had been to consolidate the powerful
position which the victorious nations had won at Versailles and to
keep the vanquished in permanent subjection. In deciding to leave the
League, Germany's object was not to turn her back on the policy of
peace, but to give a fresh impulse to a genuine and fruitful policy
of peace. The Government hoped to render a service, if not to the
Geneva League of Nations, at least to the true League of Nations spirit.
They appealed from the existing to a better League. Freiherr von
Neurath again repudiated the idea that Germany merely wished to
be free to rearm, and he concluded his speech by declaring that the
topic of the speech with which Dr. Gobbels opened the campaign at the
Sportpalast in Berlin on the 20th. Like Herr Hitler on the 14th October,
Dr. Gobbels referred to the Saar question as the only outstanding difficulty
between Germany and France and declared that when the Saar had been
returned Germany would have no more material claims to make.